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NEW LIONS CLUB FORMED IN LISBON

By GLTC Marie Salpietro

We've all heard it, “Where there's a need, there's a Lion!” Four
organizational meetings were held to form a new Lions Club in the town of
Lisbon. With recent growth in town and no service organizations in this
area, there was a great opportunity to help meet the needs of the
community. There are currently 52 Lions clubs in Eastern Connecticut
alone who assist with the needs of the less fortunate, seniors, and children
in so many ways and the thought that the Lisbon area did not benefit from
these services was the driving force behind the formation of this new club.
The success of the new Ellington Centennial Lions Club formed last year
gave us the encouragement we needed to work towards developing this new
club.
The
new
members
of
the
Lisbon
Centennial
Lions
Club
are
motivated and excited
to make their mark
and change lives for
the
better.
Renee
Asmar, a new charter
member
stated
"Looking forward to
growing and making a
marked difference together"!

More Packages for the
Homeless

(See more on Page 5)

(Story continued on page 10)

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION HITS THE
STREETS
Centennial Billboards hit the
streets on October 21st in North
Haven, Meriden, Berlin, Bristol,
and Winsted.
The
Centennial
Committee
worked
with
East
Side
Restaurant owner and New
Britain Lion, Nick Augustino, to
rotate billboards throughout the
state touting our celebration
throughout the year.
(see related story on page 3)
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Fellow Lions,
Happy new year to all! May this new year bring you good health and much deserved happiness. As we
enter the second half of the year much has happened and much has yet to happen. I’m proud to say we
enter 2017 with a new Lion's club in Lisbon. Congratulations to PCC Ken Tucker, GLT Coordinator Marie
Salpietro and Lions Heather & John Harris for their hard work in the creation of this new Club. A big
thank you goes out to the Taftville Lions Club for stepping up to sponsor this new club. Stay tuned for the
announcement for the Charter Night Celebration and join us in showing this new club our District 23-C
support to welcome them to our Lion's family.

As anyone who has served as District Governor will tell you, the best
part of serving as Governor is visiting our incredible Lions clubs. To date
I’ve visited 18 Clubs and I am looking forward to my visit to all 53 clubs.
Instead of talking about it I’m going to let some pictures tell the story.
Remember, when you bring a guest to my visitation you will receive my
District Governor's pin.
Let me end with a heartful thank you to the hard-working members of
the cabinet and all the Lions of our District. Let’s continue to “Change a
Life, Change the Future".
In Friendship and Service,

PS: Love my Gecko’s
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by PDG Keith Lemire

The Centennial Celebration of the greatest service organization in the world brings Lions together to celebrate
100 years of humanitarian service. Lions are joining in the celebration by expanding our community impact
through service projects and inspiring others to join our great organization. The Centennial theme this year is
“Celebration” and clubs are being encouraged to complete a community Legacy project, induct at least three
new members and complete four service activities. The four areas of service in the challenge include Youth,
Vision, Hunger and the Environment. Lions Club International’s goal of impacting 100 million lives before
2018 has already been surpassed with over 121 million people served. Here in Connecticut, our goal is to serve
over 1 million people and we are well on our way. It is important that all our Lions clubs report their monthly
service projects.
There are many ways for your club to support our multiple district’s Centennial celebration. Connecticut
Centennial pins can be purchased for $5 each. Lions 100th Anniversary Celebration banners can be purchased
for either $75 for a small banner or $120 for a large banner. These banners are custom made, all-weather
purposed, colorful banners which you can add your club name to the bottom. All proceeds will benefit our
efforts in celebrating our 100 years, culminating at the 100th Lions Club International Convention in Chicago
June 30, 2017 to July 4, 2017. The parade promises to be memorable with the Ancient Mariners marching
with the Lions of Connecticut. Keep an eye out for Centennial billboards along the highways of Connecticut.
Stay informed about our centennial efforts and share your own club’s centennial celebrations by posting on
our CTLions100 Facebook page.
There is history in the making as we celebrate the 100 historical years of our great service organization, Lions
Club International. For more information, contact MD23 Centennial Coordinator PDG Denise Dudek at
ddudek@snet.net or District 23C coordinator PDG Keith Lemire at lionkeith23c@yahoo.com.
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THE UNLIMITED POTENTIAL
OF THE LIONS AND
EVERSIGHT CONNECTICUT

By Caite Lopes, Eversight Professional Relations Manager

Eversight and the Lions of Connecticut are two of the longest-standing organizations working to restore
sight and prevent blindness in the state. Now, we have the opportunity to partner together and expand access
to eye and vision care for people in need.
Eversight Connecticut, established in 1961 as the Connecticut Eye Bank and Visual Research Foundation,
restores sight to more than 900 people each year by facilitating eye donation and providing eye tissue for
cornea transplants—changing the lives of people like Vincent Barbieri.
Vincent, who lives in Naugatuck, was diagnosed with Fuchs’ dystrophy, a progressive, degenerative disease
that can lead to blindness. The retired aircraft inspector suddenly found the excitement of pursing his favorite
hobbies and living an independent life cast in a visual haze.
“I was starting to find myself limited because I couldn’t see,” Vincent said.
Thankfully, Vincent’s sight was restored after receiving two cornea transplants with the help of Eversight
Connecticut and the generosity of his cornea donors.
“I can see as good today as I did when I was inspecting small engine parts,” said the 81 year old.
“Being able to see again is really a remarkable thing.”
Vincent’s story is just one of hundreds throughout the community touched by our mission, but many more
need our help. Ryan Cady, Executive Director of Eversight Connecticut, looks to grow the organization’s
impact by partnering with the Lions to increase awareness about joining the Connecticut Organ Donor
Registry and expand blindness prevention services.
“There’s a natural link between the Lions and Eversight,” said Cady, who is a Connecticut Lion and 2015
Melvin Jones Humanitarian Award recipient. “We’re both striving to improve vision so that people in our
communities receive the care they need to live a active and independent life.”
One project demonstrating that link is Project KidSight. Cady and longtime Lions member Alan Daninhirsch
have worked together for the past three years to screen more than 6,000 children in the New Britain school
system. They’re pushing forward to expand screening to reach every child across the state. Cady says this
project is only the beginning of what Eversight and the Lions can accomplish together to eliminate blindness
in Connecticut.
Eversight Connecticut invites the Lions to schedule a Club presentation to learn more about our sight
restoring initiatives, including its eye and vision research, donor registry education and ambassador
programs.
Just as Helen Keller appealed to the Lions to become “knights of the blind in the crusade against darkness,”
Eversight accepts this challenge to give everyone the chance to see a bright future.
Want to get involved? Lear n about upcom ing local events and opportunities to volunteer
with Eversight Connecticut on Facebook (facebook.com/eversightconnecticut) or on our website at
eversightvision.org/connecticut.
To learn more: Contact Caite Lopes, the Pr ofessional Relations Manager of Ever sight
Connecticut, at clopes@eversightvision.org with any questions or if you’re interested in having Eversight
attend your Lions meeting for an informational presentation.
About Eversight Connecticut: Ever sigh t is a
charitable, 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization whose
mission is to restore sight and prevent blindness through
the healing power of donation, transplantation and
research. Our network of community eye banks — in
Connecticut, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio and South
Korea — is responsible for recovering, evaluating and
providing human eye tissue for transplantation; supporting
research into the causes and cures of blinding eye
conditions; promoting donation awareness through public
and professional education; and providing humanitarian aid
to people around the world in need of corneal
transplantation.
For
more
information,
visit
www.eversightvision.org/connecticut.
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WORLD’S ONLY TOTALLY BLIND CREW CHIEF INSPIRES
CONNECTICUT LIONS AT GMT/GLT SYMPOSIUM
In his moving presentation at the Global
Membership/Leadership
Symposium
held
in
October, speaker NHRA Crew Chief Jay Blake of
Marstons Mills, MA motivated the Lions in
attendance to pursue their life dreams by using his
personal testimony following a life-changing accident
which left him totally blind and without the senses of
smell and taste. Jay recounted his journey from the
accident to realizing his dream of owning a
professional racing team. Important life values and
skills such as positive attitude, the importance of
education, pursuing your dreams with passion, selfdetermination, and team building were underscored
in this motivational, life-affirming address from a
speaker
who,
indeed,
has
"walked
the
walk." Through years of incredible determination
and perseverance, he was able to realize his dream
and founded Follow A Dream Racing. Since then, the

Lions from all over the District
assemble bags for those in need

On Saturday, November 26th, IPDG Nancy Tucker
hosted a bag packing party at the Fair Oaks School
in Oakdale as part of the District 23C Homeless
Initiative.
Enthusiastic Lions chatted and joked and packed
almost 100 bags. We might have been short on
some supplies, but never on enthusiasm.

team has worked its way up the rankings to become
one of the top Funny Car teams in the world. For
more
of
his
inspiring
story,
go
to
www.followadream.org.
Also at the symposium titled: “Building Your Bench
Strength Through Membership Growth, Leadership
and Succession Planning” Lions were presented with
strategies on planning for and dealing with both
planned and unplanned vacancies in leadership.
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LIONS CLUBS CONTINUE SUPPORT OF CRIS RADIO

by Diane Weaver Dunne, Executive Director, CRIS Radio, with Eileen Akers

What would it be like if you couldn't read this publication or anything in print?
This past year, Connecticut Lions Clubs donated $42,000 to CRIS, a vital donation considering
significant state budget cuts. Through CRIS, Connecticut Lions have been helping people
unable to read printed words, due to blindness or other disability. CRIS first broadcast 38 years ago was a two
-hour program that could only be heard in Hartford. Today, CRIS broadcasts 24/7 and can be heard
statewide, made available to more than 54,000 people including broadcasts in Spanish.
Lions support has been essential as CRIS has expanded its service by more than 1000 percent with new
initiatives, new technology and new programming. Through the CRISKids for Schools program, students who
are blind or unable to read, due to a learning or other disability, now have instant, on-demand access to more
than 600 titles of educational materials.
Through the Internet and Connecticut Children's Medical Center's in-house TV system, CRIS also streams
children's magazines to each patient room. With internet radios, CRIS can be heard in assisted living facilities
and nursing homes. CRIS broadcasts and on-demand recordings are now available with mobile apps.
CRISAccess — smartphones integrated with a Quick Response Code reader apps — enables CRIS to provide
audio versions of museum exhibits for people who are unable to read, vastly enriching their experience. There
are installations in limited locations at the Mystic Aquarium, Old Sturbridge Village, New England Air
Museum, and soon, at the New Britain Museum of American Art.
With the continued help of Lions in Connecticut, CRIS provides access to the same print information most
of us take for granted.

“Celebrating 50 Years of Service”
P.O. Box 100
North Stonington, CT 06359

NorthStoningtonLions@yahoo.com
http://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/north_stonington/
https://www.facebook.com/NorthStoningtonLionsClub
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FIRST PRIZE : Kate Burns
Sponsored by Columbia Lions Club

Peace
Poster
SECOND PRIZE:
Riley Nelson
Sponsored by
Lyme-Old Lyme Lions Club

January 2017

District
23C
Finalists
THIRD PRIZE:
Ashley Clark
Sponsored by
Colchester Lions Club
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PUTNAM LIONS CLUB
Our Events Trailer schedule has wrapped up for another successful year. Several members have participated
in various community services including the recent Kidsight screenings at the Putnam Public Schools. On
November 17th, the Putnam Lions held a new member's informational meeting. Several potential members
attended with their sponsors and were able to learn about what it means to be a Lion. After a brief
introduction to the evening by Lion Armand LaFleur, the potential members were able to witness Lionism
firsthand as a check was presented to the Aspinock Historical Society to help in their mission of preserving
local and national history and of educating the public. On November 27 th, the Putnam Lions and the Putnam
II Leos marched in the 15th Annual Dazzle Light Parade. It was the first showing of the Lions and Leos' new
centennial banners! Planning is underway for our scholarship program, our basketball concession committee
and for our Volleyball Challenge.

WATERFORD REGIONAL LIONS CLUB
Supported Pathways To A-Safe Future campaign by donating 12 totes and back packs full of household and
personal needs for women, children, and men as long as they need help moving from fear to safety.
Cabinet Lions Wendy DeBarros, and our president Sandy Welles along with several Lion volunteers assisted
at a very successful FIDELCO Charity Golf Tournament . Lion Wendy did an amazing job arranging this
event with 118 golf participants raising $16,495.00.Our Annual Holiday Craft Show was a huge success with
20 vendors and basket raffles. Community lunch was held.
Lion President Sandra Welles shopped for a local family adopted by our Club. President Sandy purchased
nine winter coats and had a great time helping this family in need. We will continue to collect winter hats,
scarfs and gloves for the local Youth Services.

NORTH STONINGTON
LIONS CLUB

“Celebrating 50 Years of Service”
(March 1967 – March 2017)

We started our year with Dahlia Day and NoSto
Fest, two busy and successful fundraisers. In the
Spring, we are planning two more fundraisers; “A
Taste of Art”, a paint and sip event on March 11,
2017, and a Drone Flying Family Event, date to be
determined. More information for both events will
be posted on District Doings.
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Lions Clubs International
Foundation

By CCs Kate Delaney & Lee Anderson

What does Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) mean to you? It is the
charitable arm of Lions Club International. Many Lions can explain some of the areas
that LCIF is active around the world such as Disaster Relief in Haiti and the Measles Initiative. Others are
more familiar with Grants. What about here in Connecticut? Do you remember Super Storm Sandy? Lions
had boots on the ground quickly with emergency funds from LCIF Disaster Relief to help take care of those in
Connecticut that lost their homes or had to be evacuated for the duration of the storm or longer. Others will
remind us that we just received a matching grant from LCIF to buy more SPOT Cameras to be able to increase
District 23C KidSight USA efforts.
LCIF’s mission statement is "To support the efforts of Lions clubs and partners in serving communities locally
and globally, giving hope and impacting lives through humanitarian service projects and grants."
The Foundation provides support in four major areas of service:
Preserving Sight - LCIF is a leader in providing support for preventing avoidable blindness and
restoring sight for people around the world. Our sight programs range from developing and improving
eye care systems to providing sight-restoring surgeries and treatments to distributing medications to
those most at-risk for eye diseases. Included are the SightFirst Initiative, Opening Eyes Program and
River Blindness to name just a few.
Serving Youth - Lions around the world know that Lions Quest is LCIF’s social-emotional learning
program. Social-emotional learning has been proven again and again to decrease problem behaviors like
bullying and substance use and increase positive behavior patterns like self-discipline and conflict
resolution. There’s more to Lions Quest, though. Lions Quest also emphasizes service-learning; students
learn important leadership skills by organizing and carrying out school and community service projects.
According to the Corporation for National and Community Service, students who are involved in helping
out in the community are happier at home, less likely to use alcohol or other drugs, and more successful
in, and committed to school.
Disaster Relief - For districts impacted by a natural disaster that has affected at least 100 people,
including tornadoes, hurricanes, floods and tsunamis, Emergency grants provide up to US$10,000.
Lions district governors may apply for disaster relief funds to help meet immediate needs such as food,
water, clothing and medical supplies. LCIF typically awards more than US$2 million in Emergency Grant
funding each year. In October 2016, LCIF awarded 21 emergency grants totaling US$195,000 to address
immediate needs
Humanitarian Efforts - Humanitarian service is at the heart of LCIF and Lions' work. Working
together, Lions identify the most crucial needs, and LCIF supports them in humanitarian efforts that
transform lives of people around the world. Our partners are also key in addressing humanitarian needs
in the most effective ways. To this end, LCIF and Lions are helping people with disabilities to lead more
independent, productive and fulfilling lives. Lions have built more than 1,000 handicapped-accessible
homes in partnership with Habitat for Humanity. We also support people with disabilities through
training and services they need to improve their education and job prospects, while enhancing their dayto-day lives and emotional well-being. LCIF also develops and implements programs that improve health
for people worldwide, such as our fight against measles and diabetes.
For more information on the work that Lions Club International Foundation is doing go to http://lcif.org
or http://lionsclubs.org/blog/category/lcif.
Continued on page 11
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New Lisbon Lions Club (Cont’d from Page 1)
On Tuesday, November 15th, 2016, Lions from
Killingly, Colchester, Taftville as well as one of our
new members of the Lisbon Centennial Club were at
Lisbon Central School to provide KidSight Screening
for Pre-K-5th grade. Of the 189 children tested, there
was a 10% referral to their eye doctor to have a
complete eye exam, receive eyeglasses where needed,
and help avoid permanent issues with their vision. In
the past year 30,000 children in CT were scanned
with four spot cameras supplied by the Connecticut
Lions Eye Research Foundation.
A $100,000
matching grant from Lions Clubs International
Foundation to the Connecticut Lions Eye Research
Foundation have provided the Lions of Connecticut
with 23 more scanners to allow them to reach every
corner of the state in a more timely fashion.

Past Council Chairman Ken Tucker and Global
Leadership Chairman Marie Salpietro will be serving
as Certified Guiding Lions for the new club, which will
be sponsored by the Taftville Lions Club. Heather
and John Harris have also been instrumental in the
formation of this club. Incoming Charter President
Dianna Harrington has already begun viewing the
Lions Clubs International website, downloading
information, and gaining ideas. Her enthusiasm will
motivate and inspire the members of the club and
propel them forward into the next 100 years. District
Governor George Salpietro stated "The chartering of a
new club not only benefits their community, it
strengthens the entire District"
Please join us in welcoming our newest club.
Additional members may join 90 days after
paperwork is sent in and be considered charter
members; if you have friends or relatives in the
Lisbon area, let them know there is a brand new Lions
Club in town!
"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it
is the only thing that ever has". - Margaret Mead

Lisbon student Sean Garvin having his eyes screened by Lion
Tom Kohl on November 15th at Lisbon Central School

Montville Mohegan-Pequot
Annual Brunch
Sunday March 5th 8-12

Mohegan Fire House
2029 Norwich New London Tpk,
Uncasville, CT

Adults $8, Seniors $7, Kids $5
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COLCHESTER LIONS CLUB
At their November dinner meeting, the Colchester Lions had their annual joint meeting with the Colchester
Rotary Club to honor veterans everywhere. Their special guests were the Antique Veterans who volunteer
their time to officiate each year in hundreds of funerals for veterans. They were honored with checks from
both clubs to show their appreciation for the Antique Veteran’s volunteer service to the community.
For the second year the Colchester Lions and
the Colchester Rotary collaborated in the
“Warm Hearts, Cold Feet Boot Drive” where
over 50 pair of boots were collected so that
needy children in the community will be warm
in the cold winter months ahead. In their yearly
auction at this joint meeting funds were
collected to support the Colchester Food Bank.
They look forward to future collaborative events
with the Colchester Rotary Club.

LCIF (Continued from page 9)

What about Grants? Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) provides Disaster Grants, Standard Grants,
SightFirst Grants and Core 4 Grants. Information on Grants can be found at http://www.lcif.org/EN/applyfor-a-grant/index.php.
There are some changes coming as to how our District and you can interface to help LCIF. LCIF is requesting
that not only there be District Coordinators for LCIF, but that we also institute a Club LCIF Coordinator. The
Club LCIF Coordinator is an ambassador for Lions Clubs International Foundation in your club. This person
will share LCIF stories, motivate fellow Lions to support LCIF, and enable LCIF to advance its humanitarian
work both locally and globally. This new position is crucial to the promotion of our foundation and we need
all club presidents to actively recruit within their clubs to enable its success!
Please contact your District Coordinators Kate Delaney (cornfieldkate@comcast.net) or Lee Anderson
(lee.anderson@hebronharvestfair.org) if you are interested.

Have you heard that you can become a Contributing Member and that your donations will accumulate
towards a Melvin Jones? There are 3 levels of Contributing Member; bronze ($25), Silver ($50) and Gold
($100). Contributions can be made by completing the Melvin Jones Fellowship Application form and mailing
or faxing it to LCIF. Donations can also be made online with a credit card. Clubs are awarded a 100 percent
Member Support banner patch and chevron for the first year of 100 percent Contributing Membership. For
each subsequent year of 100 percent Contributing Membership, clubs receive a chevron. You can contact
your District Coordinators for more information.
In 2015 LCIF received its fourth consecutive 4-star rating from Charity Navigator. Why not contribute to
your own charity – the one you work so hard to serve!
If you would like someone to come visit your club to discuss the great works that LCIF is doing, please contact
Kate Delaney (cornfieldkate@comcast.net ) or Lee Anderson (lee.anderson@hebronharvestfair.org).
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Ledyard Lions
Presents

Breakfast with the Easter Bunny

Saturday, April 1st 8:30am-11:30am
Our Lady of Lourdes Church Hall, Route12, Gales Ferry

Come join us for a yummy breakfast, basket raffle
and

Pictures with the EASTER BUNNY!
Adults $8

Children 5-10 $4

For tickets or more information, email LedyardLions@yahoo.com
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Colchester Lions
present their

February Breakfast Buffet
Sunday, February 26, 2017, 7:30 a.m. - 11;30 a.m.
St. Joseph's Polish Society

(it's not just your everyday pancake breakfast!)

**********Serving**********

our delicious pancakes, eggs, bacon sausage, home fries,
toast, fresh fruit, coffee tea and juice

Advance tickets:
Adults $7.00, Seniors $5.00. Children 5-12 years $4.00, 4 years and under FREE!

At the door:

Adults $8.00, Seniors $600, Children 5-12 years $5.00, 4 years and under FREE!
Join us for a delicious breakfast, meet up with your friends, and support Lions charities!

STAFFORD LIONS CLUB
Stafford Lions Club joined downtown Stafford, CT businesses and other organizations for Trick or Treat on
Main on Saturday, October 29, 2016. For two hours, the street was closed to allow for safe door-to-door trickor-treating at downtown businesses and other organizations who were participating in Haymarket Square and
other available areas on Main Street.
Lion Bob Bourque wore the Lion costume greeting children and another Lion was dressed in costume. Still
others gave out candy, donuts and cider. In all, over 2000 pieces of candy and 10 gallons of cider were given
out. The Lion trailer had to close early due to an estimated crowd of over 4000 people.
Stafford Lions Club also participated in the scarecrow contest sponsored by the Stafford Garden Club—who
has received a yearly donation from the Stafford Lions Club for the flower baskets displayed on Main Street
from May through October. The Stafford Lions Club scarecrow donated dozens of eye glasses to an eye glass
donation box. The scarecrow contest was part of the harvest festival which began earlier in the day and ran
through the Trick or Treat on Main event.

LEDYARD LIONS CLUB
The Mighty Ledyard Lions have been busy with their weekly BINGO, supporting scholarships, Ledyard’s
“Trunk or Treat,” hosting a Thanksgiving Dinner for the Eastern Connecticut Center of the Blind, taking
needy families shop at Kohl’s for nearly one hundred children and using their “Kohl’s Cash” to help other
community causes, and hosting a “Breakfast with Santa” which included photos with the jolly old elf. They
are looking forward to supporting Vice District Governor Laura Rowe and the Midwinter Conference and her
journey to District Governor.
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By CC Chris McCormack

It seems like I have always thought of a TV show dating back to my youth - one episode in particular and,
while I do not remember how it played out, I very much remember the premise. Do you remember Father
Knows Best? Lauren Chapin, the youngest family member, was challenged at school to write of an experience
where she intentionally did something good without it being for a self-gratifying reason. It was suggested
that every time someone does something good it is because of the reward we get for doing it – it makes US feel
good. I have thought about that since first seeing it all those years ago and, for the most part, I think it is true.
I have come to the conclusion that there are many things we do where the selfish reward of a good feeling
from doing it is a GOOD thing! It motivates us and keeps us wanting more - Doing Good Feels Good!
Now, I finally found something I do that I did not expect a reward from - emotional or physical - but has paid
me over and over with humble gratitude and that emotional good feeling. When I accepted the Chair for
Hearing & Speech, I honestly thought I was just filling a position because it needed doing and I wanted to
participate in being a Lion. Gave no thought to any kind of reward, just something that had to be done.
While I raised funds and did good deeds which rewarded me through Lion activities, chairing Hearing &
Speech was just something akin to a clerical job - or so I thought.
I want to share that with you... I want you know about something you do that is not obviously rewarding.
When you fund raise for the Lions, and some amount of that money goes out to a Lion Charity you did not
know would get it, you have done something selflessly. Oh, you might have enjoyed the fund raising
experience and known something good was going to come out of it. But some of what you did was not
“personal” at that time, it was just part of what you did and you did it. So you did it without specific reward.
Now, read the note below. You have, unknowingly because you did not know this is specifically what the
money you raised was going to do, changed someone’s life in multiple ways - physically she can, in spite of
her other issues, hear and participate in life more fully; mentally - inner happiness of having back something
she thought was gone; and emotionally - recognizing that YOU did something selflessly for HER and her
gratitude for what you have done.

“I so appreciate that the Lions Clubs has arranged for me to have
these hearing aids. Without your organization’s most generous
donation
I would have to do without them.
And this day would not have come for this 84 year old Senior who has
had serious heart valve operation, and hernia operation -- who lives
on many medications, a walker and social security.
Thank you seem not enough words to express how each of your
members have done for me and made my day happier -- And please
tell each member I bless them all
and they will never know how much you have helped me.
I shall never forget your organization and all the good you have
done”.
THANK YOU for donating to YOUR Hearing and Speech Committee. I h ope the above note, and
there are many others very similar to this, brings you a feeling of a job well done and a self rewarding GOOD
FEELING that you didn’t even know you had coming.
One last thing I would ask - please invite me to your club to Thank You personally for all you do - I’ll try to
make it short and entertaining!
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Campers and Leos pass out prizes

Campers and Families join in the
2016 Camp Rising Sun Gala and
recount their memories

CAMP RISING SUN GALA
"The 5th Annual Camp Rising Sun Gala was very successful and
raised over $3000 this year. Last year, the Lions and Leos of
District 23C raised more than $31,000, helping to send 121
campers to Camp Jewel in Colebrook. Until there is a cure, there
will be a camp and while there is a camp, there will be LIONS!"
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Save the Date
March 25, 2017

Join District Governor George Salpietro as we honor our
hard-working Club Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers,
Membership Chairpersons, and Special Award Recipients
of District 23-C
Place: Holiday Inn, 10 Laura Blvd, Norwich, CT
Time: 6pm Cocktails, Dinner 7pm
Dinner Choices: Prime Rib, Chicken Cordon Bleu, Salmon or Pasta Primavera
Cost: $35 per person. Price includes Hors de oeuvres, salad and dessert.

Questions/Contact: VDG Hilary Kumnick at hkumnick@aol.com

Lions Tale

17

January 2017

LIONS QUEST—DISTRICT 23C

By CC Rich Griswold

One of my goals for the 2016-2017 Lions year is to educate our
District Cabinet and Lions clubs as to the goals and organization of the
LCIF Lions Quest program and the CT Lions Quest Initiative.
Connecticut Lions Clubs have announced a proactive initiative to
create safe, supportive and successful schools. In partnership with the
Lions Club International Foundation (LCIF) and local school districts, the Lions are providing generous funds
for educator training to implement the PreK-12 Lions Quest program in Connecticut schools. This evidencebased program focuses on social and emotional skill building, bullying, substance abuse and dropout
prevention, and service learning. Lions Quest is designed to create a positive and safe school climate for
students and teachers, and unite the home, school and community. Highly effective programs like Lions
Quest have been proven to decrease problem behaviors while increasing academic achievement, pro-active
behaviors and connectedness to family and school.
I would like to make a presentation at your club to inform your members about the program and how
your club can be involved with the CT Lions Quest Initiative. All school superintendents have been sent
informational packets and invited to submit applications for grant funding. Now it is up to us to get out in our
communities and enlist the support and interest of local educators. Community outreach and service is what
we are all about as Lions.
We need to demonstrate to our community educators that we are standing with them and providing
our “We Serve” support behind this internationally recognized youth program. You might be the Lion who
has local contacts that could get our program coordinators the opportunity to develop a regional training
workshop and training for local professional educators.
We will be sponsoring a workshop (presented by International Lions Headquarters staff) at the 2017
Mid- Winter Conference in February. We encourage all Lions clubs to send representatives to the
presentation and to invite a local educator (Superintendent, principal, teacher) to attend with you as your
guest. Enroll them with your club, and ask that they be a part of our Lions Day on Saturday. They could visit
our Leo Conference while with us, see the exhibits and find out more about the organization that supports
Lions Quest.
If you have questions, need support materials or would like to contact me, use the following; Lion
Rich Griswold, 520 West Main St., Amston, CT. 06231, 860 228-9253, r.griswold@snet.net

KIDSIGHT USA UPDATE

By CCs Linda and John Bradshaw

Just an update on the current KidSight USA screenings. As
of November 17th, 22 participating clubs have performed 89
screenings, a total of 11,421 children have been screened, with
1,208 being referred to vision specialists. That is 10.6%.
Our total for the whole of 2015/16 was 10,000. So, as you
can see, we are progressing well
We have found the numbers are coming mainly from an
escalation of screening programs that have progressed over a
few years, as seen in the Northeast in and around the
Killingly/Plainfield area, as well as Middletown, East
Haddam, Colchester, Deep River. Chester, Essex and Clinton.
We still need enthusiastic Lions to pick-up the ball and run with it in their own communities. The few
'converted" cannot take more on. We need Lions to escalate it in their areas so this program can be spread
evenly across the state and not just in existing pockets.
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LIONS LOW VISION CENTER OF
EASTERN CONNECTICUT

CC Joel Zuckerbraun

Falling through the cracks. We speak of it usually in terms of people who
are either neglected or trivialized for one reason or another. We usually
speak of it in terms of economics or education. In the visual world we
have our own version of people falling through the cracks. These are
people who are considered to have low vision.
So what is low vision? My working definition of someone with low vision is someone whose best corrected
visual acuities – the best vision they can achieve with glasses or contact lenses –falls somewhere between
20/70 and 20/200.
People with vision better than 20/70 can maintain a fair amount of independence. They can drive – they can
have a driver’s license albeit a conditional one most likely. This means for example they cannot drive at night.
And their day to day activities, while somewhat compromised, still allow them to be reasonably functional.
People with vision less than 20/200 are considered legally blind. Their lives are severely compromised, but
there is a wealth of services available to them. Agencies such as the Board of Education Services for the Blind
is one example of a resource for those individuals.
But what of the people whose vision falls in that 20/70-20/200 range? People whose vision has been affected
by macular degeneration or diabetic retinopathy among other conditions. Their lives are compromised. They
cannot drive. Their day to day activities can be significantly restricted. Who is there to help them?
That is where we come in. The Lions Low Vision Center of Eastern Connecticut. Our mission is to improve
the lives of this specific subset of the population. How do we do this?
We provide aids to assist them. Optical aids such as magnifiers, telescopic devices which clip on to an
eyeglass frame to improve distance vision, and computers that allow the printed page to be magnified
tremendously. Non-optical aids are large print books, talking watches, and cooking aids to name but a few.

Now what makes our efforts particularly effective is that we can tailor our services to a given individual. We
have a low vision specialist who will go to the home of a low vision client, evaluate their particular
environment, identify specific needs and plan a course of action for that individual.
What makes this even more appealing is that all of this is provided to the client free of charge – the
counseling as well as all of the aids provided. During the three month period September through November,
our low vision specialist visited 53 new clients.
The only way we can do this is through the generosity of all of you. Donations from the Lions Clubs of this
district have kept us going. So we thank you for all of your previous support, and ask that, if you are able, to
continue that support. You are making a difference in the lives of so many people.
THANKS TO THE GENEROSITY OF OUR LIONS TALE PATRONS
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